
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

March 9, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this ninth day of 

March, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ 

Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 

250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Brown reported on the activities at the Legislature, and the local meetings he has had with 

the local Grazers Association.  He then reported on the discussions he has had with the UAC Board 

Meeting, and the activities planned with the Utah Association of Counties.  He then reviewed the 

involvement he has had with the changes in the zoning ordinance and the public hearing coming up. 

 

Commissioner Ogden also reported on some of the things he had been involved with at the State 

Legislature, noting that there is an EMS bill passing through the legislature that would provide additional 

funding for rural counties.    

 

Minutes of February 24th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the February 24th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for February approved: 

Payment approval report for the month February was then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding for Children’s Justice Center signed: 

CJC Director Karen Ashby reviewed with the Commissioners a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the things the CJC is involved in along with the Divisions that are a part of the CJC, outlining the reasons 

and responsibilities of the CJC.  After review, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 

Memorandum of Understanding, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  The Commission noted that 

there was a meeting next week with all of the entities to review all of the current and future activities of 

the Children’s Justice Center. 

 

County approval of Old Spanish Trail signage plan given: 

Grayden Bascom and Isabella Ligenfelter of the BLM then reviewed with the Commission the work that 

was being done on Old Spanish Trail signage, noting that people would be able to get information about 

the Trail on their smartphones.  Commissioner Ogden noted that they have been working with the County 

for quite some time, and that there would be no expense to the County for the signage, and that this is a 

project that they would simply like County support.  After review and discussion, Commissioner Johnson 

moved to approve the plan and offer the County support, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Board of Equalization convened: 

At 1:43 p.m., Commissioner Brown then moved to close the regular meeting and open the Board of 

Equalization, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Stipulation Agreement with Mr. Owens approved: 

Assessor Amy Garren-Clark reported on a home that was purchased by an individual that had a primary 

home, and the new home was a non-primary home at the time of purchase.  She said that the individual 

had appealed to the State Tax Commission for a change in status of the new home, and the State had 
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ordered the County to reconvene the Board of Equalization to consider the appeal and reconsider the 

timing of the application and to view which of the two parcels owned by Mr. Dave Owens should be 

primary.  The Assessor then worked with the owner, and agreed to a stipulation to allow the new purchase 

to be the primary residence and receive the residential abatement resulting in a $1,159 refund to Mr. 

Owens.  The parcels involved are 3-73-1 and 1-M4A-52.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved 

to approve the value changes and authorize the refund, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Religious, Charitable, and Educational Renewal Exemption Applications approved: 

Assessor Garren-Clark and Clerk/Auditor Steven Wall then reviewed with the Commissioners the 

applications for renewal of the Religions, Charitable, and Educational Exemptions of property taxes.   

After review of the list and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the exemptions as 

recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

At 1:55 p.m., regular Commission meeting then resumed. 

 

Quit Claim Deed for Kevin Johnson and Karen Pritchett ratified: 

The Commission then reviewed a quit-claim deed which would transfer any rights the County owned to 

Kevin Johnson and Karen Pritchett on a parcel that was platted as a road, but there has never been a road.  

After discussion and noting that the deed had been previously signed, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

ratify the quit claim deed, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Select Health Contract for 2020 signed: 

HR Director LeighAnn Wheeler discussed with the Commission the renewal of the Health Insurance 

Contract with Select Health for 2020, noting that the contract had been renewed and discussed last fall, 

but they were just now getting the actual contract to the County.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown 

moved to approve the Select Health Contract, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Weed Sprayers replaced: 

Ms. Wheeler then discussed replacing the three weed sprayers who had resigned.  She reported they had 

interviewed and recommended hiring Kari Burr and Landon Nielson beginning March 2, 2020, and 

Joseph Foster beginning March 9, 2020, at grade 9 at a rate of $13.26 per hour with an increase to $13.61 

once the receive their certifications to spray.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve 

the replacement hires as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Greenbelt Rollback Request denied: 

The Commission then reviewed a request from Clark and Verena Flake concerning a greenbelt rollback 

charge they had been assessed on parcel 4-13-6.   Genette Williams, Deputy Assessor, then reviewed the 

process they had gone through last year, noting that the property had changed hands and she had 

contacted him several times and sent forms to re-enroll the property, but Mr. Flake had not responded and 

had not sent the proper forms back in so the rollback taxes were eventually charged.  She also noted that 

the individual who had run sheep on this property prior to this time has not done so since 2018, so they 

did not feel that the property had been used under the greenbelt rules.  Ms. Williams said it would take 

Mr. Flake 2 years to ‘proof up’ on the use of the property to qualify for greenbelt.  Mr. Flake reported that 

he currently does not have the property leased.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to deny 

the rollback abatement request, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
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Items declared surplus: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus items that are no longer being used by the County Offices 

or have already been disposed of because they were broken.  After review of the surplus list, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the items surplus and authorize their disposal as indicated, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:07 p.m. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


